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tunate or the factors responsible for failure, such as unfavor-
able comparison with siblings, visual and other physical
handicaps, home tradition of failure, poor beginnings in
other school systems, are not eliminated. Better results have
been obtained when the children were permitted to go ahead
from the point at which they had left off.
MENTAL   DEVELOPMENT
A child's behavior may be considered intelligent to the
extent that he can find appropriate solutions to a variety of
difficult, complex, socially useful problems with reasonable
speed and a certain amount of originality. In the primary
gracjes there are many opportunities for showing intelligent
behavior of this kind. By the age of six years the brain has
attained 90 per cent of its final weight. Exactly what this
anatomical evidence of maturity means in terms of mental
functioning has not been precisely estimated.
Growth in Intelligent Behavior. — During the primary
period and up to about sixteen years of age children continue
to grow mentally at a fairly constant rate, as measured by
current tests. These tests are a composite sampling of vari-
ous kinds of abilities. The growth curve would vary with
the particular items included in the test. As yet, mental
growth curves derived from the performance of different
kinds of tasks are not available. Even though the total
scores on the test are the same for two individuals, the
organization of abilities may be different. For example,
certain items that are difficult for normal children might be
easy for older mental defectives of the same mental age,
and vice versa. The intelligence quotient itself does not
have a constant meaning when computed from different tests
or on children of different ages.
Factors Affecting Mental Growth. — Mental growth is
modified by a number of factors. A tendency has been
reported for children with behavior problems tested during
the latter part of the primary period to lose in intelligence
rating after an interval of from five to twelve years. There
is some evidence that a gain in intelligence quotient may be

